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 PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET
Interviews
The research ethics approval has been obtained from the relevant Research Ethics Committee.
Study title
Windows of Fantasy: The Significance of Science Fiction and Fantasy Film and Television Posters

You have been asked to partake in my PhD research study. Feel free to ask me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.

I am a science-fiction and/or fantasy fan and have been since I was 10 years, old watching the new series of Doctor Who in 2005 with my family and was hooked. At the time the walls of my room were white and blank, so I infused my love for science-fiction and fantasy and my love of art with science-fiction and fantasy posters. Over the years I have gained a collection of science-fiction and fantasy posters including Star Wars, Marvel, Doctor Who and DC, which I have stored or displayed all over my bedroom as well as on my digital devices such as desktop and phone. Therefore, I choose to do my PhD around my love of science-fiction and fantasy posters so I could talk to other science-fiction and fantasy posters fans like yourself and apply an academic lens.

What is the purpose of the study?
I am exploring the significance science fiction and fantasy posters have for those who display or collect them – what meanings, if any, they might have for you and the reasons why you might collect or display them on your walls or anywhere else.

I will be seeking in the interview to follow up in more detail on the kinds of questions asked in the online survey you have already completed. The aim is to give me more detail and examples of science fiction and fantasy posters you display or collect and what their significance might be to you in various ways.

Why have I been invited to participate?
You have been invited because your views and insights will be useful in understanding the significance of science-fiction and/or fantasy posters for individuals and groups as a source of cultural significance and meaning. You completed the online survey (https://www.windowsoffantasy.com/online-survey) which after completing you were asked if you would like to take part in a follow-up interview and you agreed to this by providing your email address.

You have been selected because… 
· You are an adult (18 - 80) 
· You own science-fiction and/or fantasy posters 

The interviews will involve at least 20 participants, and up to a maximum of 27 participants.

More information and/or questions:
· About this study: https://www.windowsoffantasy.com/ 
· About the interview: https://www.windowsoffantasy.com/interview 
· If you have any questions, you email me at Rhianna.Morse@brunel.ac.uk 
Do I have to take part? 
The participation of this study is, of course, entirely voluntary. If you do decide to take part, you will be given this information sheet to keep and will be asked to complete a consent form. You have the right to withdraw from the interview at any time and this will in no way influence or adversely affect you. If you decide to take part, you are still free to withdraw at any time up until 30th September 2023 and without having to give a reason.

What will happen to me if I take part?
The interview will take about an hour or so to complete. It will be done either via an online video call or in person (face-to-face), depending on your preference and/or practicality – including the COVID situation. 

We will have to take COVID precautions for any in-person interviews – which will be discussed beforehand on the basis of whatever rules are in place at the time and any additional precautions you would like to take. 

The ideal option for me is to interview you in the place where you display your posters, but I appreciate that may not be possible in every case. 

If we do the interview online, the personal information I request includes your email address and your preference in terms of the online platform (Zoom or Teams). My details are as follows:
· My university Zoom email address is 1403422@brunel.ac.uk.
· My university Teams email address is Rhianna.Morse@brunel.ac.uk and/or 1403422@brunel.ac.uk. 
	
Photos of posters and the locations
A key resource for my research will be photos of your posters and where they are situated. I will take these, with your permission, if we are able to meet in person at the place where your posters are displayed. 

If we have to do the interview remotely, I would be very grateful if you could please provide the photos for me, to give me a good sense of how your poster are displayed – both close ups of individual posters and wider shots to give a sense of where they are positioned in relation to one another and in the room. Please supply these in either PNG, JPG format or in a Word or PowerPoint file. 

If possible, I would also appreciate it if you could please send me copies of any digital posters. If you have any posters not on display (in storage, for example), I would appreciate if you could also take photos of these if possible. If any of your poster-type images are displayed anywhere else, such as on a t-shirt or a mug, photos of these would also be helpful.  

Feel free to blur anything in the photos you don’t want me to see or to be used in the study (please let me know if you have done this) or I can blur the photos for you and send you a copy. 

Examples of such images can be found on my study’s website: https://www.windowsoffantasy.com/interview

Poster preference study and a willingness to pay assessment
I would be grateful if you could also complete my ‘poster preference’ and ‘willingness to pay’ study, the documents for which are attached to the email. This will take about 10 minutes. 

In the document there are images of 28 posters. From these, please choose three that you would select in physical format and three in digital (you can have the same poster in each). Please indicate the numbers of these as posters 1, 2 and 3 in the boxes. Then please mark the relevant boxes to indicate how much you would be willing to pay for each poster. 

These might not be the posters you would necessarily choose to buy, but please choose ones that are closest to your preference as that would help to give me a broad idea of how much you would be willing to spend on what kind of image. In this document there is an example of the form completed, to give you an idea. If you complete this, I will ask about these choices in the interview. 

What I need please from you now
Please get back to me and let me know the following:
1. Confirm that you are still willing to take part in the interview
2. How would you like to be interviewed?
a. In Person (Face-to-Face) if possible
i. Where would you like the interview to take place (e.g. place of residence, café, other public location)? 
ii. What is the address location? 
b. Video call (e.g., Zoom or Teams)
i.  Which video chatting service do you want to use (Zoom or Teams) for the interview?
ii. What is your Zoom or Teams email address and/or name?
3. What is likely to be the best time and date for you to do the interview (we can discuss this further later, so you do not have to commit to anything at this stage)?
4. Would you like me to send you a copy of your online survey responses?
If you are happy to go ahead, please send me the following:
· A signed copy of the consent form attached to the email. This is a formal requirement by my university for anyone who takes part in any research project.
· If the interview is to be done remotely or not at the place where your posters are displayed, images of your posters, as indicated above
· A completed ‘poster preference study’ sheet and the ‘willingness to pay’ assessment form

For remote interviews, you can send the images of your posters nearer to the time of the interview if preferred, rather than with the consent form and the preferences/willingness documents

Are there any lifestyle restrictions?
There are no lifestyle restrictions relevant to this study.

What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?
There are no anticipated disadvantages or risks associated with taking part in this study.

If conducting research with participants in person, these are the risks relating to Covid-19 and appropriate safety measures:
· Researcher and participants are advised to undertake Covid-19 tests on the day they are due to take part, and at least twice a week thereafter.
· Please be aware that while every effort is made to ensure your safety, vaccination is proven to decrease the risk of transmission of Covid-19 and to reduce the likelihood of severe illness.
· Face coverings should be worn by researcher and participants wherever possible.
· Researcher and participants should wash or sanitise their hands regularly.
· All equipment will be thoroughly sanitised between each use.

What are the possible benefits of taking part?
There will be no intended benefit to you from taking part in the study, other than maybe the pleasure of talking about your own interests in posters.

What if something goes wrong?
If you are harmed by taking part in this research project, there are no special compensation arrangements. If you are harmed due to someone’s negligence, then you may have grounds for legal action, but you may have to pay for it.
The person to contact if you wish to complain about the experience to The Chair of the College of Business, Arts and Social Sciences at Brunel, David Gallear, email CBASS-ethics@brunel.ac.uk .

Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?
Information collected during the research will be kept strictly confidential. You will not be able to be identified in any ensuing reports or publications as you will be pseudonymised. With your permission, pseudonymised data will be retained in storage and may be used in future research – you can indicate whether or not you give permission for this by way of the Consent Form.

Recordings will be transcribed only by the researcher and no one else will be allowed access to the original recordings. They will be destroyed immediately following the making of the transcription. Interview transcripts will be securely stored for 10 years, as is required by Brunel University’s Research Data Management Policy (http://www.brunel.ac.uk/about/documents/pdf/RDM-Policy.pdf ). If you wish, I can supply you with a copy of the recording and its transcription.

All the data gathered in this study will be stored using secure password protected storage services provided by Brunel University London. These services are Brunel University London Personal ‘OneDrive’ (Online cloud account) account and Brunel server personal account (as backup storage). These storage services are accessed on the researcher’s personal devices laptop, desktop/main computer and mobile (app). The data will also be backed up on the researcher’s personal devices (laptop, desktop/main computer and USB extended hard drive). Any physical data collected, such as my notes and the poster preference study and a willingness to pay assessment, will be stored in a folder in a locker. All physical data will be digitalised and stored as discussed above. The data will be stored until the end of the project 30th September 2023 and then deleted and/or shredded.

If, during the course of the research, evidence of harm or misconduct comes to light, it may be necessary to break confidentiality. The researcher will tell you at the time if we think we need to do this and will let you know what will happen next.

Will I be recorded, and how will the recording be used?
I would like to record the interview, either as a video or audio recording, with your permission, which I will confirm at the time. This will help to ensure that I miss nothing of importance. The transcripts will be analysed in relation to your online survey response, photos and any digital images. No other use will be made of the transcriptions without your written permission. 

If you do not want the interview recorded, please let me know and I will rely on taking notes. The means of recording will depend on whether the interview is done in person (e.g. using an audio recorder, laptop or mobile phones) or online (with the inbuilt recording facility).

What will happen to the results of the research study?
The research data will be coded (made anonymous) and written up as part of my PhD thesis and other academic outputs such as conference or journal papers. The pseudonymised research data may also be shared with other researchers for further analysis, but at no point will any uniquely identifiable data be shared. If you take part in this research, you can obtain a copy of the publication by contacting me.

Who is organising and funding the research?
The research is being undertaken by Rhianna Morse, in conjunction with Brunel University London and self-funded.

What are the indemnity arrangements?
Brunel University London provides appropriate insurance cover for research which has received ethical approval, which is the case with this project.

Who has reviewed the study?
This study has been reviewed by the College of Business, Arts and Social Sciences.

Research Integrity
Brunel University London is committed to compliance with the Universities UK Research Integrity Concordat. You are entitled to expect the highest level of integrity from the researcher during the course of this project.

Contact for further information or any complaints
Researcher name: Rhianna Morse
PhD Researcher, Film and Television Studies, Brunel University London
Email: Rhianna.Morse@brunel.ac.uk

Principal Supervisor: Professor Geoff King 	
	Email: geoff.king@brunel.ac.uk 
	 
For complaints and questions about the conduct of the Research
For Complaints the details are: The Chair of the College of Business, Arts and Social Sciences at Brunel, David Gallear, email CBASS-ethics@brunel.ac.uk. 
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